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N e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S t r u c t u r a l  E n g i n e e r s  

         February 2021 
 
 

Message from the President  

 
 

Dear Members, 

 

Well this is my final President’s Message for this venerable Newsletter of 

IAStructE. My term as President is winding down and I will have the pleasure 

to hand over the reigns of this revered association to the newly elected 

governing council, on 25th March 2021 during the Annual General Meeting of 

the association. It is not yet known, as to who will take the role of President 

for the next term of 2 years. I ask each one of you to give him / her your full 

support and encouragement just as you have done so for me and for our 

past Presidents over the years. I certainly will be there to help our next 

President, as immediate Past President just as Mr Manoj Mittal helped me when I took over the 

reigns from him two years ago.  

 

In my first message nearly two years ago (March 2019), I mentioned that “Structural 

Engineering is a wonderful profession which is a fine balance between art and engineering. Art 

without engineering is dreaming and engineering without art is mere calculations.” That same 

message I wish to convey in my closing message. The beauty of this profession is that as one 

navigates deeper and deeper into this profession, one’s interest and passion for the profession 

keeps increasing.  

 

Last two years of my tenure was unprecedented, being at the top of associations affairs. There 

were several challenges I faced in this period, at personal level as well as in the management of 

the association. This period will be etched permanently in my memory, till I depart from this 

world. Over last 12 months, COVID-19 has thrown a new challenge to all of us and forced us to 

completely change the way we conduct our professional business. The crisis brought in the fore 

our creative best.  One of the key lessons I learned in this period has been the importance of 

being a team player and being sensitive to the needs of the members and working as a team to 

get things accomplished. I have also improved my skills of decision making, skills of negotiation, 

communication skills and inter-personal skills in this period.  

 

To end my message, I wish to say that …..I feel me and my team of GC are runner in a relay 

race, who completed the run after gripping the baton. I think it is very fitting metaphor: one is 

fully aware that it was the effort of the previous runners that brought us in this position. We ran 

with all our might without stumbling, despite many road blocks. We completed our round. It is 

now our turn to pass the baton to the elected Governing Council. Let the elected GC start 

warming up to take the baton from us on 25th March 2021 and run. 

 

With best wishes & Warm Regards 

 

 

 

 

 

ALOK BHOWMICK 
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Call for Papers for THEME based issues of SED Journal 

 

SED Editorial Board invites article contributions for the forthcoming issues of the Structural 

Engineering Digest on the following Themes, which shall be published in E-Book Format. A 

GUEST EDITOR is associated with each theme issue. Details are as under: 
    

January – March 2021 issue; Guest Editor- Mr. Rajiv Ahuja 
    

Theme: Bridge Foundations 
    

Sub themes: • Deep Well and Pile Foundations for river bridges 

 Foundations for flyovers and underpasses 

 Seismic Analysis and Design of foundations 

 Open Foundations in Soft clays with ground improvement 

 Liquefaction affecting foundation design 

 Soil Foundation Interaction 

 Load Testing of foundations 

 Construction challenges in bridge foundations 

    

The abstract along with the full paper may be sent by 15th March 2021. 
   

April - June 2021 issue:  Guest Editor-Dr K G Bhatia 
    

Theme: Machine Foundation 
    

The abstract along with your photograph and brief resume may be sent by 15th March 2021 

and full paper by the end of March 2021. 
 

Articles are invited from i) Members of IASE; ii) Specialists in the field even though they are 

not members of IASE. 
    

Interested authors/ contributors may kindly mail to iastructe@gmail.com regarding i) Broad 

guidelines on areas of coverage; ii) size of the article; iii) format of paper submission; iv)  the 

dates for submission of the abstract and Full paper. 

    

As per the laid down procedures all the papers (except invited papers) shall be sent to the 

referee for review and the comments will be informed to the authors for incorporating the 

same. Papers shall be published after peer review & approval of SED editorial board. 
 

mailto:iastructe@gmail.com
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IAStructE New Publications 

 

As you are aware that IAStructE is undertaking the task of preparing the professional 

documents and the commentary of various BIS and IRC codes, so that the practicing structural 

engineers can understand the code better and comply with the requirements of the code with 

confidence. Under this activity the IAStructE has published the following documents: 
    

1. Commentary with Worked Examples for IRC:6-2017 : IAStructE is 

pleased to announce publication of Commentary with Worked Examples for 

IRC:6-2017, the IRC code for Loads & Load Combinations for design of 

Highway Bridges. The commentary and the Illustrative worked examples 

are printed in two separate volumes. Volume-1 of 2 pertains to the 

Commentary while Volume-2 of 2 pertains to Illustrative Worked 

Examples, which has 48 worked examples demonstrating application of 

various codal clauses.  
 

The documents are now available for sale @ Rs 1200/- for Volume 1, and 

@ Rs 800/- for Volume II.  Members of IAStructE and IRC will be entitled 

for a discount of 10% on this amount. Interested professionals who wish 

to purchase the commentary may kindly register with the following link or 

contact IAStructE Secretariat at iastructe@gmail.com: 

Registration link: http://iastructe.co.in/new-iastructe-publication.php. 

 
 

2. Guidelines for Structural Audit, Assessment, Evaluation and 

Strengthening of Existing buildings Structures : IAStructE has 

published this document to guide structural engineers in proper 

assessment of building structures before issuing structural stability 

certificate. This guideline may be used by IAStructE members, all other 

structural engineers, house owners, housing society welfare associations, 

clients and corporation engineers for structural audit of the private and 

public building structures. The Guideline focuses on the urgent need to 

strengthen risk resilience of buildings from any kind of risks due to earthquake and other 

hazards. It is hoped that this document will be useful to ensure that all structures across the 

country remain safe from any kind of disaster risk. It's a priced document and hence not freely 

downloadable. However one can read the document by following the link. 

http://www.iastructe.co.in/guidelines-for-structural-audit/  
    

The price of this e-document is Rs 200/-. Interested professionals who wish to obtain the soft 

version of the Guideline in pdf format, may register with the following link.  Registration Link: 

http://iastructe.co.in/guidelines-for-structural-audit.php 

 

3. Clause wise Commentary on IS: 13920 : This document has been 

finalised after wide ranging consultations & debate amongst civil & 

structural engineering fraternity. A workshop was also organised to discuss 

and debate various comments received from engineers. The Commentary 

has already been sent to the Bureau of Indian Standards for further action. 

The commentary is available on www.iastructe.co.in under IAStructE 

Professional Documents. IAStructE member can access this document after 

login. 

 

4. Clause wise Commentary on IS: 1893 Part 1: This document has been finalized with 

the contribution of many members of the association. The Commentary has already been sent 

to the Bureau of Indian Standards for further action. The commentary is available on 

www.iastructe.co.in under IAStructE Professional Documents. IAStructE member can access 

this document after login. 
 

mailto:iastructe@gmail.com
http://iastructe.co.in/new-iastructe-publication.php
http://www.iastructe.co.in/guidelines-for-structural-audit/
http://iastructe.co.in/guidelines-for-structural-audit.php
http://www.iastructe.co.in/
http://www.iastructe.co.in/


 

 

IAStructE Newsletter     February 2021  4 

 

17th Annual General Meeting 

 

  The 17th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Association will be held online on Thursday, 

25th March 2021 at 04:30 PM through Zoom Meeting App.  The Agenda for the 17th AGM and 

the joining link shall be sent to all eligible members of IAStructE.  

 

Forthcoming Webinars 

    

1.  IAStructE is organizing a Webinar on "True Story Behind Morandi Bridge Collapse" on 05 

March 2021 at 02:30 PM (IST) through ZOOM. This is the second webinar organised by 

IAStructE on Morandi Bridge. The first webinar was held in October 2020. The speaker will be 

Prof. (Dr.) Gian Michele Calvi, who is a worldwide known Professor in Engineering from Italy 

and who was involved in the forensic investigation of Morandi Bridge Collapse. Mr Alok 

Bhowmick, President IAStructE will be the Moderator for this webinar. Interested 

professionals may register through the following link:  

 

  https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vPDni4dYQDW7BmBpT_yK2A 

 
 

2. A Webinar on "The Beauty of Structures" by Mr. Knut Stockhusen, Partner at schlaich 

bergermann partner (sbp) is being organized on 09 March 2021 at 05:00 PM (IST) through 

ZOOM. Prof Mahesh Tandon, Past President & Governing Council member IAStructE will be 

the Moderator. Interested professionals may register through the following link:  

 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9NK_6HvYTkG7mhZzOBF-Nw 
 
 

3.  A Webinar on “Net Zero Carbon 2050: Act Right Now” by Mr. Vijay Kulkarni, Past President, 

Indian Concrete Institute (ICI) & Partner- Midas Techfin Consultants LLP is being organized 

on 23rd March 2021 at 04:30 PM (IST) through ZOOM. Mr. Manoj Mittal, Past President & GC 

member-IAStructE, will be the Moderator. Interested professionals may register through the 

following link:  

 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_raMnaKd5TEyHCgvhcij-oA    
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vPDni4dYQDW7BmBpT_yK2A
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9NK_6HvYTkG7mhZzOBF-Nw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_raMnaKd5TEyHCgvhcij-oA
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Forthcoming Online Refresher Course  
 

Registration link: http://iastructe.co.in/online-refresher-course.php 
 

 
 

http://iastructe.co.in/online-refresher-course.php
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About IAStructE 
 

Indian Association of Structural Engineers (IAStructE) is the national apex body of structural 

engineers in India established with the objective to cater to the overall professional needs of 

structural engineers. The association has become the source of expertise and information 

concerning all issues that involve structural engineering and public safety within the built 

environment. It has no commercial aim or objective. IAStructE is purely a professional learned 

society with  the  prime  objective  of  supporting  and  protecting the  profession of structural 

engineering by upholding  professional standards and acting as a mouthpiece for  structural 

engineers. IAStructE endeavors to ensure  that it’s members develop the necessary skill in 

structural engineering and work to the highest standards  by maintaining a commitment to 

professional ethics and standards within structural engineering. IAStructE strives for continued 

technical excellence; advancing safety and innovation across the built environment. It  also 

strives to make available to the Government,  Public  Sector and Private Sector - a credible 

source of well  qualified and experienced Structural Engineers. A nationwide database of 

Structural Engineers has been compiled and is being constantly updated. IAStructE undertakes 

a broad  range  of  technical activities  which are aimed at information sharing and capacity 

building. The association provides opportunity for all the members to develop various skills in 

structural engineering and helps members to be at the forefront of structural engineering 

practice. Towards achievement of its aims and objectives, IAStructE is engaged in organizing 

the following:  CPD Courses for Professionals at all levels Refresher Courses for Fresh 

Graduate Engineers, Student’s orientation program, Seminars/Workshops,   Technical Lectures 

by Experts, Technical Discussions on Contentious Issues. IAStructE is currently operating from 

four regional centers. These regional centres  located in the Eastern, Western, Northern  and 

Southern  parts of the country effectively cater to the professional  needs of members 

residing/practicing all over the country.  
 

How to become a member ? 
 

Membership form and details are available at http://www.iastructe.co.in/membership-

form.html ; For membership information and other details contact the Indian Association of 

Structural Engineers Secretariat 
 

IAStructE Membership benefits 
 

Membership of IAStructE is a sought after professional accreditation.  Your membership of 

IAStructE can help you enhance your intellectual, academic, technical and professional status. 

It provides inter connectivity to the fellow professionals and the fraternity.  Some of the 

benefits of membership is provided below: 

 Complimentary magazine subscription: All members (except Student Members) receive a 

complimentary subscription to the Institution’s flagship publication ‘Structural Engineering 

Digest’ (SED). Published quarterly, each issue allows members to remain connected  to  the  

association  through  the  provision  of  technical  papers,  Industry  and Institution News, 

Featured articles, Professional Guidance on everyday matters affecting the practicing 

structural engineers. [Released] 

 Access to all Technical Lectures, organized every month, at no charge 

 Access to Technical Discussions held regularly 

 Access to the association’s library (Including e-library) 

 Discounts in attending Seminars and Workshops organized by the association 

 Full on-line access to the current volume and entire e-archive of journal “Structural 

Engineering Digest (SED)”, Refresher Course Materials, Technical Lectures E-Newsletters 

and other Technical Resources of the Association. 

 Opportunity to network with professional structural engineers of eminence and to meet 

potential employers in the association. 

 Opportunities for professional development 
 

Indian Association of Structural Engineers 

K-69A , Basement, Kalkaji, New Delhi 110019 

Tel: (011) 45794829 ; Email:iastructe@gmail.com; Website: www.iastructe.co.in 
 

 

http://www.iastructe.co.in/membership-form.html
http://www.iastructe.co.in/membership-form.html
http://www.iastructe.co.in/

